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“Kraft’s protagonist through 12 novels, the memoirist Peter Leroy is both an egoist
and an egotist who by all rights should be a crashing bore, but his curious
idiosyncrasies, strange perspectives, and satirical wit render him fascinating. His ego
is held somewhat in check by his wryly brilliant wife, Albertine, and their pithy,
erudite conversations resemble those of a markedly hornier William Powell and
Myrna Loy. The account of a mostly fraudulent “aerocycle” voyage to and from
Long Island, NY, to a summer institute for potential spies in New Mexico by 15-
year-old Peter around 1960 alternates with the tale of Peter and Albertine retracing
the voyage in the present day. Both voyages could be described as picaresques,
featuring a delightful variety of odd hostelries and characters. Kraft employs actual
and altered illustrations and advertisements from popular science magazines from
the 1930s through the 1950s to hilarious effect. Likely to appeal primarily to
boomers and seniors, this is an essential purchase for public libraries, but it is also
recommended for academic libraries.”
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