Private jet

Al vou need

is a metorcucle,

tuthing and
A dream

- Krait’s novel Flomg (Picador:;
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BAC K WH!:H $TARRY YED

b5 inventors dreamed up airborn:

cmtramums. not online socia’
works. a teenage visionary
mmed Peter Leroy butlt an

aerocycle in his parents’ garag.

:md ﬂew it solo across the

country. At least that's what the

proud residents of his home

‘town of Babbington, N.Y., thin
Peter did. Turns out he did cro

the country, but strictly speak
ing, he never quite got off the
eround. More than 4o years
later, conscience stricken by

the effect his legend has had

on the town, Peter goes about

writing a memoir to set the

record straight.
Thisis the story of Eric

581 P&ﬁf‘a)- And of course,

 Peter’s “full and frank disclo

”s =

sure” is much more a Proustian
exercise in creative recollec-

tion than a marshaling of

the facts. After all, Peteris

an imaginative soul, and he
knows it—that’s what got him
into this mess in the first plac
“When vou are a seat-of the
pants memoinist,” he writes,
“vou don't write about your

Flying is a reminder of how

‘buddy. ﬂweﬂectmhkca "

.:md mm mf Lhr m:ﬁ. ak#- |

= i s o i
= “k .f'r"_ :l'l.‘ |
4 i r T. 5 Is
-..-: .-; "
Ay S LSl o i L
- f L L ...‘ l '—-'.
-f 5 a3 g
o & 2 iy Y
f- ‘|'. L# il-: i
""l.. .'.:‘J gl #
A5
Il'j.r .’-I
R *ﬁ?- "ol - \
i i, :
..I_;_I 'J 'r.l:-.'f"

hfe: ycm live ymtr memoirs. Y
‘begin tofeel that you .md your
account of vaursctf are one, hke
a m}"thmal heast.”

_ T‘rm}mstgetsaimkbewy 3
, han&d when Peter and his
wrfe Albertine re-create his
childhood journev, this time
by car. The strict alternation of

" chapters between the ‘sos and

the present feels mechans
cal, and you start to wish the
memoir as frame would tem:
porarily recede.
But for the most part.

entertaining a novel can be
when it slips the surly bonds
of realism. Kraft's characters
don't talk like people acimih
talk. They re more witty
astute, and they exm them
selves with infiniteh more pi
zazz. This is true even of Peters
wmgcd sieed, the thafm
Mﬁmtm. whmh mav m be
an ace at lifting off but proves
a surprisingly exceftent road

happyv go lucky Nabokov, wﬂh
allﬂwm&iiﬁw v

as hmnga way umh words b

as lu\rmg hﬂ'wav w_ﬂh lhem. :




