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I e t .
A tinted review in adult Forecasts indicates
a bagk that's of exceptionul importance to

our readers, bul husn't received a starred ar
boxed review.

INFLATING A DOG
FRIC KRaFT. Picadar USA, $25 (256p)
ISBN 0-312.28604-2

Kraft's eighth installmenl (after Leaving
Small’s Hotel) in the winsome series featur-
ing the charming Poter Leroy is a checky,
[ arnusing look at the nature of the entrepre-

neurial dream. Nacrated by the now adult
Peter. the story takes place during his ado-
leseence, as his mather, Ella, gets yet an-
ather idea in an undless stiing of outlandish
Dusiness schemes, 7 his time her fantasy is
to establish a ¢ruise line for the bay near
their hometown of Bubbington, Del. De-
spite her liushand’s smirking disapproval,
she buys a clam buat and, with the help of
| Peterand his sexy gitlfriend, Patti, begins to
[ fix itup. The cruise line makes a splash in
| the community when Peter hits a channel
| marker during their clegant inaiden vovage,
dumping the mayor's wife in the bay. Their
venture struggles after their first outing, un-
til they get the idea to go downscale and
| paint the boat n garish tropical colars, «
" move that makes them u wild local hit, The
| rags-to-riches plot is a bit on the generic
side, but Kraft tuens the conceptup g notch
D inthe prefuce. in which Peter Letoy reveals
that the happy ending is one he created to
compensate for his mother’s endless “real
life" failures, a gambit that allows room for
f plenty of tongue-in-cheek gares with the
realitvsversusefantasy theme, The book has
some slow moments during the rather ordi-
nary coming-of-age narzative in the early go-
ing, butance Kratt begins to work his clever
conceit, this novel cierges as ancther
memorable installmentin his innovative se-
ries. Fast Coast quthor tour. (July)
Forecast: This title is comparable in style
and quality to previous I eroy novels, Expect
similar sales figures as well.
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THE LAST SUMMER
Joun HoucH Jr. Simon & Schuster, $25
(352p) ISBN 0-7432-2705-0

ington politics into u Cape Cod murder i-
vestigation 1n Hough's latest, whicl begins
in 1966 when 3g-year-old Claire Maleck
snddenly walks vul on hev secretarial job for
a prominent seuator after her affair with
him puts her o the short end of a criminal
coverup. With her 14-vear-old daughterin
| tow, Claire takes a bricf but difficult hiatus
| with her mother in Cambridge, then heads
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A beautiful woman jumps (rom Wash-



