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Book Review

When childhood memories and the imagination collide

By Michael Upchurch
Seattle Times book critic

Two-thousand-two-hundred pages ... and counting. "Inflating a Dog"

by Eric Kraft
That, by my estimate, is where Eric Kraft's shape-shifting, seriocomic, Picador USA, $25
multi-volume "Peter Leroy" saga now stands. And with Kraft in such
fine form in "Inflating a Dog," the latest installment, one can't help

wishing Peter's story could continue forever.

Babbington, Long Island ("Clam Capital of America") is the center of Peter's universe. And a singularly sunny vision of 1950s America

provides the backdrop to most of his boyhood adventures.

In Kraft's hands, however, the eight Peter Leroy books add up to anything but a routine coming-of-age tale. They're packed with highbrow
literary allusions, surreal advertising parodies, zanily precise technical illustrations (for school experiments and offbeat home projects), and
a generous dose of low comedy. They're also subject to sudden shifts in perspective, including prefaces by an older Peter alerting you to

what really happened ... which can differ considerably from the story that follows.

What obsesses Kraft is the juncture where memory and imagination collide with one another, thus imbuing mere "facts" with delightfully far-

fetched meanings. Lately in Kraft's work an element of midlife regret has come into play, as well.

In "Inflating the Dog," that regret stems from Peter's sense that his now-dead mother, Ella, never got to do what she wanted with her life:

start a little business, enjoy a little success and be something other than an ordinary housewife.

"Must it be as it was when the way it was was wrong?" the 56-year-old Peter asks himself. "No. Not while I'm around."

And so he invents a long-ago dream-come-true for Ella: a "quixotic undertaking" in which he assigns his 13-year-old self a pivotal role as
her ever-fretting sidekick. That undertaking — coming on the heels of "Ella's Cards for Forgotten Holidays" and other doomed enterprises

— is a floating catering business, run in elegant style ... aboard a clam boat.

Two problems: The clam boat has a worrisome leak, and Babbington just isn't ready for the kind of elegance Ella is offering.

Some readers may already have guessed that "Inflating a Dog" is Kraft's riff on Cervantes' "Don Quixote," with Ella in the role of fragile
delusionary and Peter as a beleaguered Sancho Panza. The book's title comes from a Cervantes passage about a rather unusual street
performer. Throughout the novel, the phrase "inflating a dog" serves as a highly malleable figure of speech, covering almost any kind of

effort to find fame, recognition or success in this world.

The book comes packed with innumerable subplots and side excursions. Chief among them: Peter's speculation that family friend Dudley
Beaker might have been his real father, which leads to some titillating role-playing and sexual experimentation between Peter and 14-year-
old Patti Fiorenza (a Lolita-like head-turner). Digressions on doo-wop music, the slang usages of "blow," and the "Morphology and

Aesthetics of Clam Boats" are part of the fun too.

Beneath all the foolery is a loving, tender homage to Peter's (and Kraft's) mother. This may not be the entrepreneurial adventure she had,
but it undoubtedly is one she would have relished. And "Inflating a Dog" is just as much about "vanity and pride and folly and the way they
get a boy — particularly an adolescent boy — into trouble." Kraft is being a little hard on his alter ego here. After all, Peter's claims to

clam-boat expertise are entirely inspired by his eagerness to be a good Cervantian sidekick to his mother.

If you're new to Kraft, "Little Follies" — his 1992 book collecting the first nine Peter Leroy adventures — remains the best starting place. But

for longtime fans, "Inflating a Dog" serves up some rueful-riotous pleasures as only Kraft can deliver them.

Michael Upchurch: mupchurch@seattletimes.com

= . fa] .
L™} Our network sites |_J seattletimes.com | Advanced

Your account | Log in | Contact us

ADVERTISING

cars NEW

your wallet and on the
planet.
Post a comment

Sell Your Car for | Search for a
P

g Free New Car®

POSTALISTING SEARCH NOW

Build a new car Research vehicles
Cheap cars (under 5k)  Hybrid listings
Most Popular Cars

Nissan BMW 3 Series Toyota
Pathfinder 4Runner

2009's most fuel-efficient

Choosing a new car? Weigh
the impact of your choice on


http://www.seattletimescompany.com/?from=stnb
http://marketplace.nwsource.com/jobs/?from=stnb
http://marketplace.nwsource.com/autos/?from=stnb
http://marketplace.nwsource.com/realestate/?from=stnb
http://www.nwsource.com/?from=stnb
http://www.nwsource.com/classifieds/?from=stnb
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/home/?from=stnb
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/
http://archives.seattletimes.nwsource.com/web/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/weather/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/weather/
http://community.seattletimes.nwsource.com/archive/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/traffic/?from=stnql
http://community.seattletimes.nwsource.com/entertainment/?search=event&type=movie&from=stnql
http://community.seattletimes.nwsource.com/entertainment/?search=venue&type=restaurant&from=stnql
http://community.seattletimes.nwsource.com/entertainment/?date=Today&search=event&from=stnql
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/flatpages/video/seattletimesvideo.html?from=stnql
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/photography/?from=stnql
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/blogsdiscussions/?from=stnql
http://forums.seattletimes.nwsource.com/forums/?from=stnql
http://services.nwsource.com/subscribe/times/homedelivery.shtml?from=stnql
https://secure.nwsource.com/reg/seattletimes/
https://secure.nwsource.com/reg/seattletimes/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/flatpages/services/contactus.html
http://ads.nwsource.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.seattletimes.com/local/archive/L20/651498085/Right1/Seattle/Marketing_1209_185x90_ATF/nmsales041009sl_1a.gif/522f6b68626b6e562b44594144594243?x
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/cgi-bin/EMailStory.pl?slug=kraft11&date=20020711
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/cgi-bin/PrintStory.pl?slug=kraft11&date=20020711
http://search.nwsource.com/search?sort=date&from=ST&byline=%20Michael%20Upchurch%20
mailto:mupchurch@seattletimes.com
http://nwautos.nwsource.com/motors/configurator/?cmpid=2313&
http://marketplace.nwsource.com/nwc/autos/research/?cmpid=2313&
http://nwautos.nwsource.com/autos/search/results.php?cmpid=2313&vehicleType=car&makes%5B0%5D=&makeModelType=0&yearL=&yearH=&priceL=&priceH=5000&mileL=&mileH=&keywords=&view=&radius=150&zip=98109&city=&state=&postdate=&source%5Bdi%5D=1&source%5Bca%5D=1&source%5Boa%5D=1
http://nwautos.nwsource.com/autos/search/results.php?cmpid=2313&vehicleType=car&makes%5B0%5D=&makeModelType=0&yearL=&yearH=&priceL=&priceH=&mileL=&mileH=&keywords=Hybrid&view=&radius=150&zip=98109&city=&state=&postdate=&source%5Bdi%5D=1&source%5Bca%5D=1&source%5Boa%5D=1
http://nwautos.nwsource.com/autos/search/results.php?cmpid=2314&vehicleType=car&makes%5B0%5D=Nissan&models%5B0%5D=Pathfinder&makeModelType=0&yearL=&yearH=&priceL=&priceH=&mileL=&mileH=&keywords=&view=&radius=150&zip=98109&city=&state=&postdate=&source%5Bdi%5D=1&source%5Bca%5D=1&source%5Boa%5D=1
http://nwautos.nwsource.com/autos/search/results.php?cmpid=2314&vehicleType=car&makes%5B0%5D=BMW&models%5B0%5D=3-Series&makeModelType=0&yearL=&yearH=&priceL=&priceH=&mileL=&mileH=&keywords=&view=&radius=150&zip=98109&city=&state=&postdate=&source%5Bdi%5D=1&source%5Bca%5D=1&source%5Boa%5D=1
http://nwautos.nwsource.com/autos/search/results.php?cmpid=2314&vehicleType=car&makes%5B0%5D=Toyota&models%5B0%5D=4Runner&makeModelType=0&yearL=&yearH=&priceL=&priceH=&mileL=&mileH=&keywords=&view=&radius=150&zip=98109&city=&state=&postdate=&source%5Bdi%5D=1&source%5Bca%5D=1&source%5Boa%5D=1
http://blog.marketplace.nwsource.com/nwautos/2008/11/2009_most_fuel_efficient_cars.html?cmpid=2310&
http://blog.marketplace.nwsource.com/nwautos/2008/11/2009_most_fuel_efficient_cars.html?cmpid=2310&#comments
http://marketplace.nwsource.com/nwc/autos/?cmpid=2309
http://ads.nwsource.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.seattletimes.com/local/archive/230297754/Top/default/empty.gif/522f6b68626b6e562b44594144594243?x
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/home/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/businesstechnology/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/sports/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/entertainment/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/living/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/traveloutdoors/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/editorialsopinion/
http://www.nwsource.com/shopping/?from=stn_nws_shop
http://marketplace.nwsource.com/jobs/?from=stn
http://marketplace.nwsource.com/nwc/autos/?from=stn
http://marketplace.nwsource.com/realestate/?from=stn
http://marketplace.nwsource.com/realestate/rentals/?from=stn
http://www.nwsource.com/classifieds/?from=stn_nws_class
http://www.seattletimescompany.com/advertise/?from=stn_ad

SING

DVERTI:

A

Ads by Google

Canine Corral Puppies

ADVERTISING

7> .

60%-80% OFF

Breeding for health and temperment Puppies for as little as $195

www.caninecorral.com

New Jersey Dog training

in-home or send dog/ puppy away all problems and all breeds

www.wsdogtraining.com

Get home delivery today!

Search

ol '
L™} Our network sites I._. seattletimes.com | Advanced

The Seattle Times Company
About the company
Employment opportunities
Seattle Times store

Advertise with us
Newspapers in Education

Services

Your account / Log in
E-mail newsletters
Contact us

Feedback and questions
Submit listings

Send us news tips

News

Home

Local
Nation/World
Business/Tech
Entertainment
Living

Travel

Sports
Opinion
Extras

Today's news index

Marketplace
Jobs

Autos
Homes
Rentals
Classifieds
Shopping
NWsource
Personals
Post an ad

Most read | Most commented | Most e-mailed

a AW N

. New rules keep plane passengers in seats

. India governor, 86, resigns after 3-woman sex tape

. Hope fading for wounded Pierce County deputy

. Four injured Sunday in Fremont crash

. Steve Kelley | Matt Hasselbeck isn't playing like Matt

Hasselbeck

. Students stranded in Beijing get no answers from Seattle-

based program

. Seahawks get picked apart by the Pack
. Commercial real-estate market suffered in 2009; more of the

same forecast for 2010

9. Danny O'Neil | These Seahawks can't get any worse

. State lawmakers to look at easing marijuana laws

Most viewed images %

Getting Your Newspaper
Home delivery
Temporary stops
Subscriber services

Other editions
News by e-mail
Mobile

RSS feeds
e-Edition
Low-graphic
Twitter

Malware attacks are a growing problem on all Web sites. Read more about what to do if you see something suspicious.

Privacy statement | Terms of service

Copyright © 2009 The Seattle Times Company


http://community.seattletimes.nwsource.com/archive/
http://www.seattletimescompany.com/
http://www.seattletimescompany.com/working/workopps.htm
http://services.nwsource.com/store/times.html
http://www.seattletimescompany.com/advertise/
http://services.nwsource.com/nie/times/index.asp
https://secure.nwsource.com/reg/seattletimes/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/flatpages/services/newsletters.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/flatpages/services/contactus.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/flatpages/services/contactus.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/cgi-bin/SubmitEvent.pl
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/flatpages/services/contactus.html?tab=newstip
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/businesstechnology/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/artsentertainment/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/living/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/traveloutdoors/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/sports/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/editorialsopinion/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/extras/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/tableofcontents/
http://marketplace.nwsource.com/jobs/?from=st
http://marketplace.nwsource.com/autos/?from=st
http://marketplace.nwsource.com/realestate/?from=st
http://marketplace.nwsource.com/realestate/rentals/?from=st
http://www.nwsource.com/classifieds/?from=st
http://www.nwsource.com/shopping/?from=st
http://www.nwsource.com/?from=st
http://personals.nwsource.com/?from=st
http://www.nwsource.com/classifieds/postlisting.html?from=st
http://services.nwsource.com/subscribe/times/homedelivery.shtml
https://services.nwsource.com/subscribe/times/tempstop.aspx
http://services.nwsource.com/subscribe/times/homedelivery.shtml
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/flatpages/services/newsletters.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/flatpages/services/mobile.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/flatpages/services/rss.html
http://digital.olivesoftware.com/Olive/ODE/SeattleTimes/default.aspx
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/text/
http://twitter.com/seattletimes
http://ad.doubleclick.net/click;h=v8/3911/4/75/%2a/v;217124152;0-0;0;40196976;4307-300/250;34876510/34894365/1;;~sscs=%3fhttp://a.rfihub.com/aci/87_1_YWE9MTkxMiwxNjM4OSwzNDc0LDI1NzksNDk4LDgzNyw5S0h3VkxsN0I2RzUscCwzMDUmcmI9MzA2JnJlPTc2MzYXhttp://www.lordandtaylor.com/store.cfm?&ckey=US&lang=eng&utm_source=Rocketfuel&utm_medium=Banners&utm_campaign=Afterchristmas60off&tag=roc
https://www.google.com/adsense/support/bin/request.py?contact=abg_afc&url=http://community.seattletimes.nwsource.com/archive/%3Fdate%3D20020711%26slug%3Dkraft11&hl=en&client=ca-pub-4532355179464318&adU=www.caninecorral.com&adT=Canine+Corral+Puppies&adU=www.wsdogtraining.com&adT=New+Jersey+Dog+training&gl=US
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BlHsoqAY5S_vbINP1lQfbubG3C6_XtrEB7Yzn3Q_AjbcB8LJSEAEYASDH0IITKAI4AFCXg7X7B2DJxqmLwKTYD7IBI2NvbW11bml0eS5zZWF0dGxldGltZXMubndzb3VyY2UuY29tugEKMzAweDI1MF9qc8gBAdoBTmh0dHA6Ly9jb21tdW5pdHkuc2VhdHRsZXRpbWVzLm53c291cmNlLmNvbS9hcmNoaXZlLz9kYXRlPTIwMDIwNzExJnNsdWc9a3JhZnQxMagDAegDmAPoA7ME9QMABABE&num=1&sig=AGiWqtw8OQ3YjlWwGw0DcNsB1JjXnbPPFQ&client=ca-pub-4532355179464318&adurl=http://www.caninecorral.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=BlHsoqAY5S_vbINP1lQfbubG3C6_XtrEB7Yzn3Q_AjbcB8LJSEAEYASDH0IITKAI4AFCXg7X7B2DJxqmLwKTYD7IBI2NvbW11bml0eS5zZWF0dGxldGltZXMubndzb3VyY2UuY29tugEKMzAweDI1MF9qc8gBAdoBTmh0dHA6Ly9jb21tdW5pdHkuc2VhdHRsZXRpbWVzLm53c291cmNlLmNvbS9hcmNoaXZlLz9kYXRlPTIwMDIwNzExJnNsdWc9a3JhZnQxMagDAegDmAPoA7ME9QMABABE&num=1&sig=AGiWqtw8OQ3YjlWwGw0DcNsB1JjXnbPPFQ&client=ca-pub-4532355179464318&adurl=http://www.caninecorral.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B8w0FqAY5S_vbINP1lQfbubG3C7neg6YB-72pkgfAjbcB8O4-EAIYAiDH0IITKAI4AFDtyaGMBGDJxqmLwKTYD7IBI2NvbW11bml0eS5zZWF0dGxldGltZXMubndzb3VyY2UuY29tugEKMzAweDI1MF9qc8gBAdoBTmh0dHA6Ly9jb21tdW5pdHkuc2VhdHRsZXRpbWVzLm53c291cmNlLmNvbS9hcmNoaXZlLz9kYXRlPTIwMDIwNzExJnNsdWc9a3JhZnQxMYACAagDAegDmAPoA7ME9QMABABE&num=2&sig=AGiWqtz4W8XYbvdDSaGReat-RmDKrBBTPg&client=ca-pub-4532355179464318&adurl=http://www.wsdogtraining.com
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=l&ai=B8w0FqAY5S_vbINP1lQfbubG3C7neg6YB-72pkgfAjbcB8O4-EAIYAiDH0IITKAI4AFDtyaGMBGDJxqmLwKTYD7IBI2NvbW11bml0eS5zZWF0dGxldGltZXMubndzb3VyY2UuY29tugEKMzAweDI1MF9qc8gBAdoBTmh0dHA6Ly9jb21tdW5pdHkuc2VhdHRsZXRpbWVzLm53c291cmNlLmNvbS9hcmNoaXZlLz9kYXRlPTIwMDIwNzExJnNsdWc9a3JhZnQxMYACAagDAegDmAPoA7ME9QMABABE&num=2&sig=AGiWqtz4W8XYbvdDSaGReat-RmDKrBBTPg&client=ca-pub-4532355179464318&adurl=http://www.wsdogtraining.com
https://services.nwsource.com/subscribe/times/index.aspx?prmid=ST_subscription
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2010604706_airlinerules27.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/nationworld/2010601269_apasindiagovernorresigns.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2010604528_mundell27m.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2010608261_freemontcrash28m.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/stevekelley/2010611071_kelley28.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2010611046_worldlink28m.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/seahawks/2010610448_hawk28.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/realestate/2010611206_commercialrewrap28.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/dannyoneil/2010611158_oneil28.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2010610884_marijuana28m.html
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/photogalleries/localnews903
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/tableofcontents/
http://seattletimes.nwsource.com/html/localnews/2010392837_malwarenote01.html
http://www.seattletimescompany.com/notices/notice2.html
http://www.seattletimescompany.com/notices/notice1.html
http://www.seattletimescompany.com/notices/notice3.html
http://www.seattletimescompany.com/
http://ads.nwsource.com/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.seattletimes.com/local/archive/152771691/Position3/default/empty.gif/522f6b68626b6e562b44594144594243?x

